
     HUMILITY VERSES PRIDE AND THE PROWLING LION 
 

PRINCIPLE #1   The contrast of humility and pride are spoken of by Jesus in Luke 18:14, by 

James in his 4th chapter and by Peter in his first epistle.  Pride is anti-God and humility is 

submissiveness to the teaching and will of God. 
 

Peter began his epistle by encouraging us to be a people of faith, even through trials, to live 

with hope as motivation, to be a holy people and a loving people.  He encouraged us to see 

ourselves as living stones in God’s holy temple and special in His sight, and to move toward 

excellent behavior. 
 

I Peter 5:1-9 NASB 
 

     Peter is ending his epistle with instructions to “elders” 
 

 Shepherd the flock of God   
 

 Exercise oversight according to the will of God 
 

 Don’t let the salary be your motivation 
 

 Be an example to the church and don’t abuse your authority 
 

     It is obvious that Peter is speaking directly to today’s pastors and somewhat directly to 

positions of appointed authority within the church and even to seasoned Christians who have 

wisdom and advice for the “younger men” because of their experience. 
 

     “Younger men” are to be subject to their elders.   
 

     Peter commands us to be humble four times 
 

     Younger men be subject to your elders. 
 

 All of you clothe yourselves with humility. 
 

 Humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God. 
 

     Peter gives us four incentives to be humble. 
 

 He is opposed to the proud. 
 

 He gives grace to the humble. 
 

 He will exalt the humble with His strong hand. 
 

 He will care for and take care of the humble. 
 

     We will have periods of anxiety in our lives; Peter tells us to cast all of them on Jesus, 

trust Him. 
 

     We are to be of sober spirit and be alert, this is the fourth command to be humble. 
 

     The devil is our adversary; treat him like one.  Make no deals.  Do not compromise. 
 

     Satan prowls around like a roaring lion, he also disguises himself as an angel of light. 



PRINCIPLE #2   Jesus defeated Satan by His death and resurrection.  Satan was not 

eliminated, but his hold on sinners was broken by their availability to God’s salvation.  
 

I Corinthians 2:7-8 NIV 
 

     Satan is still seeking those that he might devour.   
 

PRINCIPLE #3   Satan’s failure was through pride and that is where he attacks Christians. 
 

     Ezekiel 28:2, 12-17 NASB 
 

     Six ways that pride will make you vulnerable  (Pride goeth before the fall) 
 

 1. When we are self-satisfied 
 

      Hosea 13:4-6 NIV 
 

 2. When we forget God’s provisions and give ourselves the credit 
 

      Deuteronomy 8:11-17 NIV 
 

      Daniel 4:30-32, 37 NASB 
 

 3. When we refuse to listen to God’s word 
 

      Jeremiah 13:9-10a NIV 
 

 4. When we assume privileges because of our position 
 

      Matthew 23:6-7 NASB 
 

 5. When we refuse to seek God 
 

      Psalms 10:4 KJV 
 

 6. When we don’t trust God 
 

      Isaiah 51:12-13 NIV 

 

PRINCIPLE #4   Jesus said that we should be of good cheer.  Why?  Because He overcame 

the world.  He overcame the world therefore we are able to overcome the world. 
 

     Ephesians 1:18-23 NASB 
 

 Know what God has done on your behalf.  Resist the devil. 
 

 His same power that gave Jesus victory in His resurrection, seating Him at His right  

     hand in the great throne room, and placing every enemy imaginable under His feet is fully  

     and completely available to us in our own resistance of the devil. 
 

PRINCIPLE #5   Satan goes about like a roaring lion, Jesus is the lion of the tribe of Judah 

who overcame and is worthy. 
 

Revelation 5:1-12 NASB 
 

I Peter 5:10 NASB 


